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New look for HSTs
exported to Nigeria

GWR launches ‘230’
battery train trial
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gets a boost

EFEHaHFlass?ﬂnuamined . Excellent EFE ‘70,

Southern electric examined

‘TT:120’ HSTs

—————  HoOrnby reveals new models
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Industrial and narrow gauge models
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Train Crazy 30 Years 1994-2024 .
CLASS 141 © 158 DMUs 1994 to 2002 Compilation

2024 marks the 30th anniversary of Train Crazy railway videos and DVDs. Starting out as a hobby in
1994, then a full time job from 1998, over the last three decades, just about every type of locomotive

and unit has featured, with more than 400 passenger, freight, cab ride and tram titles, released on
VHS tape, DVD, Blu-ray and download.

Here's the good bit... In the last few years, software to restore old grainy and wobbly film has become more accessible.
Previously it was expensive, slow and not very good, but in 2022 huge advances were made. The old film used on these new
compilation programmes is all being reworked, improved, cleaned up and upscaled. For the first time, all of the film shot in
standard-definition (720 x 576 or less) can be upscaled and presented in top quality high-definition (1920 x 1080).

Long gone and long scrapped EMUs, DMUs, 31s, 37s, 47s, 86s and many other locos and coaches which were only ever filmed
in SD, can now be appreciated in full HD! Whether on DVD or Blu-ray, the picture quality of this new series is better than
anything seen before, of trains filmed in the same era.

The fifth release features Train Crazy film of the Class 141 to 158 DMUs, filmed between 1994 and 2002. The Pacer and The
Sprinter were the names given to the first batch of second generation DMUs, first introduced in the 1980s. Filmed

countrywide we see the early liveries carried by these units with the short-lived 141s working around Leeds. Classes 141, 142,
143, 144, 150, 153, 155, 156 and 158 are included.

Presented in a no-nonsense format of on-screen captions with unit number, location and date, sit back and enjoy some top
quality action from 30-years ago - with much improved picture quality and in HD for the very first time! This is far from a
complete record of these units during these years but this is what was filmed, now re-edited, re-worked and upscaled.

& Duration: 95 minutes Price:DVD £10.95 Blu-ray £11.95 Code:TC675

Download:SD -£9.95/HD - £10.95
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Also Available
CLASS 205 =< 207 DEMUS 1999 to 2003 Compilation

Duration: 80 minutes Price:DVD £10.95 Blu-ray £11.95 Code:TC673
Download: SD - £9.95 / HD - £10.95

CLASS 318 1994 to 2022 Compilation

Duration: 83 minutes Price:DVD £10.95 Blu-ray £11.95 Code:TC672
Download: SD - £9.95 /HD - £10.95

CLASS 117s »« 121 DMUSs 1994 to 2013 Compilation

Duration: 70 minutes Price:DVD £10.95 Blu-ray £11.95 Code:TC671
Download: SD - £9.95/HD - £10.95

CLASS 86s 1994 to 2021 Compilation

Duration: 85 minutes Price:DVD £10.95 Blu-ray £11.95 Code:TC674
Download: SD - £9.95/ HD - £10.95




The ultimate Class 37 DVD now on Blu-ray!

a -I..,.,_ - i,

7263 Severn
R r s e

Includes:

= . Fleet status January 2024
« 37411 & 37425
. Autumn/Winter 2023 —_

Duration: 90 minutes
Price: DVD £14.95 - Blu-ray £14.95*
Code: TC522

The Ultimate Class 37 DVD Series

L/ [\
-

Following many requests, this and all future editions
of Class 37 Hauled will be available on Blu-ray.
Now two editions per year - February and August.

The Year 2024: A look at the status of the Class 37 fleet as of 1st January 2024. Every loco, every
livery, every location.

Scrapbook: A look at 37411 and 37425, two celebrity repaints from the final years of the
Rhymney trains plus 37013 and 37154 in 1997; a visit to Wigan CRDC in 1999; Pathfinder's
Wizzard Express from 12th April 2003 with 37698+37712,37047+37308 and 37674+37689 - all
this footage has been remastered and upscaled.

Preservation: One of the 37 highlights of recent years has been 37263 running at the Severn
Valley Railway. Hauling heavier trains over a much longer distance, compared to normal, the
DCE all-grey departmental liveried loco has been very popular! A typical day is featured from
August 2023 with the loco working two round trips.

Autumn/Winter 2023/24: 37 RHTT action from the autumn with DRS locos working off York for
the final time; action from the Midlands with all the operational ROG 37s including 37901;
37418 to Blackpool; Cambrian Timber Trains; 37403 in Scotland; IM action at Derby; 37418 - first
day out in new Loram livery.

Download: SD £9.95 - HD £9.95

‘Special introductory price: Blu-ray same price as the DVD

i Subscribe now: 1 Year (2 issues) for £26.00 (save £3.90) - 2 Year (4 issues) for £52.00 (save £7.80)

Future releases: No.23 - Auqust 2024 No.24 - February 2025 No.25 - August 2025 No.26 - February 2026

Complete your
Class 37 Hauled DVD collection!

Class 37 Hauled DVDs No.1 to 21 are all available
Duration ' Code
DVD No.1 ...... 90 minutes.........£14:95 £9.95.......... TC501
DVD No.2...... 95 minutes.........£14:95 £9.95.......... TC502
DVD No.3...... 97 minutes.........£14:95 £9.95.......... TC503
DVD No.4...... 90 minutes..........£14:95 £9.95.......... TC504
DVD No.5.....105 minutes..........£14:95 £9.95.......... TC505
DVD No.6 .....110 minutes..........£14:95 £9.95.......... TC506
DVD No.? ...... 90 minutes.........£14:95 £9.95.......... TC507
DVD No.8...... 95 minutes..........£14:95 £9.95.......... TC508
DVD No.9...... 90 minutes..........£14:95 £9.95.......... TC509
DVD No.10.... 95 minutes......... 95 £9.95.......... TC510
DVD No.11...108 minutes..........ccc0eeeee. £14.95.......... TC511
DVD NO.12...100 Minutes ......ccoeervernenne
DVD No0.13.... 92 minutes ......cccceevrevene
DVD No0.14...116 minutes .......ccceerunee.
DVD No0.15...106 minutes ........ceeeereenens
DVD N0.16...112 minutes ......cccceevrevene
DVD N0.17...111 minutes ......ccceerveanns
DVD NO.18.... 98 minutes .......c.ceeereneens
DVD N0.19...100 minutes ......c.cceeeunenee
DVD No0.20.... 97 minutes .......cccceervveees
DVD NO0.27...104 Minutes .......ccoeeeeenee

DVD No.21 includes:

South Wales and Scotland from 2002 with 37/4s working a Boat Train from Cardiff to Fishguard and
37/4s and a few 37/5s working the Cardiff - Rhymney services. October 2010 with 37423+37610 right
into the train shed at Thurso! 37227 at Chinnor.

Duration: 104 minutes Price: £14.95 Code:TC521

DVD No.20 includes:

Class 37 action starting in 1990 with footage from Dawlish and Exeter plus Warrington, Crewe and the
North West. Spring/Summer 2023 with an extended feature on 37403 - from railtours and diesel galas
to Mk5s and the Aberdeen sleeper.

Duration: 97 minutes Price:£14.95 Code:TC520

DVD No.19 includes:

Passenger and freight action from the 1980s and 1990s including the Cardiff based 37/4s at Crewe in
1989; long lost DRS locos including 37087, 37194, 37682 and 37688. An extended feature on the North
Norfolk Railway's gala with D6732 (37032) and special guest 37401.

Duration: 100 minutes Price: £14.95 Code:TC519

llllllllll
llllllllll

.......... TC515
.......... TC516
.......... TC517
.......... TC518
.......... TC519
.......... TC520
.......... TC521

Order Online:

www.videoscene.co.uk
email: sales@videoscene.co.uk

Order by Telephone: All prices include postage

01253 738336 | == e

*Cheques payable to VIDEOSCENE

Order by Post:
FREEPOST VIDEOSCENE

(no stamp or postcode required)

The UK’s Premier Railway DVD Retailer —
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ON March 9, the second day of the Branch Line Society’s ‘BWC Two’ tour, the
snow-capped slopes of Beinn Dorain dominate the West Highland scenery

as No. 37403 Isle of Mull traverses the hillside above the Highland Way and
Allt Coire Chailein with the 1238 06.35 Fort William-Oban. The three-day

tour featured the ‘37/4’ hauling the 1Z36 11.13 Bo’ness-Edinburgh Waverley
and 1Z37 12.56 Edinburgh Waverley-Fort William on March 8, before visiting
Oban the following day. On March 10, the ‘37/4’ visited Mallaig, Wemyss Bay,
Glasgow Central and Glasgow Queen Street before returning to Bo’ness. GBRf
No. 66776 Joanne was also used in the Central Belt during this part of the tour.
To get the stock in place, two positioning moves ran, both hauled by GBRf

No. 57303. The first was the 1236 09.49 Derby-Linlithgow ‘Thunderbirds Are
Go!’ charter, with the return running as the 1244 10.43 Linlithgow-Derby
‘International Rescue’ charter. Funds raised were donated to the Martin’s
House Hospice and Great Ormond Street hospital charities. Tom Pickles




HEADLINE NEWS

DB Cargo UK to sell 47 Class 60s

By Richard Clinnick

ALMOST 50 Class 60s have been put up
for sale by DB Cargo UK.

The operator’s chief executive
Andrea Rossl had confirmed earlier this
year that DBC would look to dispose of
redundant locomotives (RE334).

Ten Class 67s, 12 Class 90s and
16 Class 60s had been put up for sale
earlier this year (see Power By The
Hour), but 31 Class 60s were made
available on April 3. Should they all be
sold, DBC will be left with five of the
Brush Type 5s, a locomotive class it

has vowed to rid itself of. All 100 Class
60s joined the Wisconsin Freight fleet
at the end of 1995 when five of the

six trainload freight companies were
privatised. DB inherited the entire

fleet when it bought English, Welsh &
Scottish Railways (EWS), and began
disposing of the locomotives during the
mid-2010s. The final DB examples were
withdrawn late last year.

Put on the market on April 3 were
Nos. 60003/005/023/025/027/030/
031/033-035/041-043/045/049/051/
053/054/058/067/ 069/071-073/
082/083/088/091/094/097, 60500.

DB CARGO UK LOCOMOTIVES FOR SALE, APRIL 3

LIke us on facebook

facebook.com/RailExpressMag

They join Nos. 60001/007/010/015
/019/020/039/040/044/059/063
/065/066/079/092, 60100 on the
market, leaving DBC with only Nos.
60011/017/024/062/074 although
these will likely also be made available.

The deadline for the latest tender
Is April 19, however the closing date for
the ‘67s’ and ‘90s’ was January 19, and
yet these are still listed as available for
disposal by DBC.

The operator has recently sold 12
‘demic’ locomotives: 60012/032/03
6/037/048/052/068/077/078/084
/ 089/093, to Land Recovery. At least

Class 60: 60001/003/005/007/010/015/019/020/023/025/027/030/031/033-035/039/040-045/049/051/053/054/
058/058/063/065-067/069/071-073/079/082/083/088/091/092/094/097, 60100, 60500

Class 67: 67001/003/004/009/011/018/019/026/028/030
Class 90: 90019-021/024/026/028/029/034-037/039
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DB Cargo UK No. 60091 Barry Needham passes Lostock Gralam on November 8, 2019, with the 6H02 09.27

up for sale. Tom McAtee.
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one locomotive spot-hire company
has told Rail Express it Is interested in
acquiring ‘ Super 60s’.

Of the batch of 31 put up for
sale, two are ‘Super 60’ locomotives
overhauled by DBC at Toton during the
2010s (Nos. 60054/091). Of the five
left on DBC’s books, all were overhauled
to ‘Super 60’ standard.

DBC is regearing 10 Class 66/0s to
Class 66/6s to replace the ‘60s’, with
No. 66221 the first to be converted at
Toton, and this will become No. 66651.
These have been placed in the WBHT
pool, which also contains Nos. 66149/1
56/161/164/167/171/181/183/194,
suggesting that these will be converted.

As for the other locomotives
avallable, as this issue of Rail Express
went to press there was speculation
that Freightliner had acquired some of
the Class 90s in better condition, but
sources were unable to confirm this. 3@
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Northern leaders call for Avanti West Coast contract cancellation

TRANSPORT for the North (TfN)
officially passed a motion to write to
Secretary of State for Transport Mark
Harper, asking for Avanti West Coast
to have its contract removed ‘at the
earliest possible opportunity’.

The motion was passed on March
20, and followed the submission of a
report to the TfN Board that stated: “a
continuation of the current situationis
unacceptable to the North.”

Speculation also suggested
that around the same time of the
motion being passed AWC would lose
Its contract, with the Department

for Transport (DfT) taking over and
adding AWC to the list of ‘nationalised
operators. That didn’t happen.

TfN considered two options. One
was to set a target for improvement by
June or face ‘further measures’, or to
terminate the contract straight away.

TN chair Lord McLoughlin said: “The
board was very clear. The performance
on the West Coast Main Line by Avanti
has been so poor, for so long, that
action must now be taken.

“We will be writing statutory advice
to the secretary of state, calling for
Avanti to be relieved of its contract.

The travelling public deserve a service
they can rely on. But Avanti has fallen
far too short of expectations for far too
long now.”

In a debate on delays to rall
reform and associated costs on
March 21, Rail Minister Huw Merriman
was asked by the shadow transport
minister if the Government would strip
AWC of Iits contract. Mr Merriman said:
“No, we will not. The reason is that
there are issues with the West Coast
Main Line that will remain, regardless
of who the operator is. It Is essential
to get underneath the bonnet, look at

the issues and fix them, rather than
looking just at what is on the side of
the car. To take just one four-week
period from Christmas, 65% of the
delays In that period were down not
to the operator but Network Rail,
and they involved weather-related
iIssues as well as trespass and, sadly,
suicides, which we need to minimise.”

He also went on to claim that AWC
was “unique” because “drivers will not
double-trip” and tried to blame the
agreement of the contract in 1997,
when Virgin Trains won the franchise,
for that situation.
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Five more Class 221s for CrossCountry

AN additional five Class 221s will
move from Avanti West Coast to
CrossCountry. This Is on top of a previous
announcement that seven would move
from AWC to XC, meaning that, in total,
12 five-car sets will be cascaded.

The trains will be used to
strengthen trains from May next year
and XC said this would increase capacity
on north-south routes by more than
36,000 seats per week. Longer trains
will be able to operate, with XC planning
more, particularly on its Reading-
Newcastle corridor.

Additional ‘221s’ are expected to
enter traffic from June, although they
can only leave AWC once Class 805 bi-
mode units begin entering traffic. It is
expected that the ‘221s’ will provide a
capacity uplift of around 12,000 seats
per week In time for the summer period.

XC said that although the additional
trains will be brought into traffic as
soon as possible, some services will see
temporary changes to the timetable
with some busier trains making fewer
stops between June and September.

Stopping patterns will be adjusted

at Wakefield Westgate, Chesterfield,
Basingstoke and Winchester to
encourage passengers making shorter

Journeys to switch to other operators.

The planned cascade means 12
of the 18 AWC Class 221s have a
new home, with six still to find a new
operator. Two ex-AWC ‘221s’ leased
by Grand Central, Nos. 221142/143,
are due to return to Beacon Rail
iIn December. Various open access
operators have expressed interest
In using Class 22x units for the
new services.

Greater Anglia yet to finalise Class 720 fleet plan

GREATER Anglia intends to accept all
133 Class 720 electric multiple units,
with the final vehicles now completed
by Alstom.

As this 1ssue of Rail Express
went to press, 116 of the five-car
trains had been accepted, with Nos.
720102/138 the latest to enter
traffic, both making their debuts on
March 28.

A GA spokesperson told RE: “We

are still in the process of accepting
all the remaining new Class 720
trains that were ordered from Alstom
as part of our fleet replacement
programme. We are working with
Alstom to ensure a smooth process
for the acceptance programme for
the rest of the Class 720 fleet, which
Is expected to be completed over
the next 12 months. We will decide
how we best utilise and deploy

Porterbrook buys Long Marston site

PORTERBROOK has acquired the Long
Marston Rail Innovation Centre from
St Modwen.

The rolling stock leasing company
has operated the site since June 2021
and invested more than £13 million to
upgrade and enhance facilities across
the centre.

CEO Mary Grant said the deal
gives the company certainty to

Rescue services at work .+ '
during the training exercise
at Sutton Coldfield, which
featured two Rail Operations
Group Class 37s and two

. Eastern Rail Services Mk.3s.
Network Rail x:

EASTERN Ralil Services Mk.3s were
used In an emergency services training
exercise In a tunnel near Sutton
Coldfield on March 16.

West Midlands Fire Service, West
Midlands Ambulance Service, British
Transport Police, West Midlands Police
and West Midlands Railway joined
Network Rail on the training exercise.

This involved a train provided

move forward with its plans and

to invest further in delivering “an
exceptional facility for testing,
training, maintenance and storage for
the railway.”

Since taking over three years
ago, Porterbrook has worked on the
135-acre site by tarmacking roads
to iImprove access, upgrade lights
and install new security systems.

by Rail Operations Group, with Nos.
37884 Cepheus and 37901 Mirrlees
Pioneer providing the power for ERS
Nos. 10237 and 12091, and ‘dressed’
as If the train had struck a fallen tree
that had brought down the overhead
line electrification. The emergency
services rescued volunteers from

the train, who were posing as either
passengers or crew. Some 250 people

the remaining ‘720s’ as they arrive
with us.”

It Is understood that passenger
demand is key to how many EMUs
are required and that the operator
Is considering the possibility of sub-
leasing the trains should a decision be
made that not all are required.

Still to be accepted are
Nos. 720101/104/139-144, 720502-
505/509/510/516/519/534.

Training and office facilities have

been upgraded and storage facilities
have been replaced with similar
structures. A £3m Asset Management
Facility opened in April 2023 that
features three pitted roads able

to accommodate vehicles up to
23-metres-long which provides high-
quality space for maintenance and
upgrades.

were Involved In the overnight exercise
which also involved a lack of light,
confined space underneath the tunnel,
no power to the train and ‘smoke’ to
imitate a fire.

The Mk.3s were returned to Castle
Donnington following the exercise
before being moved to ERS’ Great
Yarmouth base on March 26 (see
Coaches).

IN BRIEF

HEADLINE NEWS

CLASS 37 SET FOR SCRAP
NETWORK Rail No. 97301, stored at
Peak Rail since last year, has been
moved to Boden Rail Engineering
Ltd’s Colwick Junction depot for
component recovery. The former

No. 37100 is then expected to be
sent for scrap. The locomotive was
one of four Class 37s acquired by NR
to operate trains on the Cambrian
Coast but unlike Nos. 97302-304,

it was fitted with European Rail
Traffic Management System (ERTMS)
acquired from Hitachi, a system
subsequently not used by NR. The ‘97’
had already donated its power unit
to a classmate before moving to the
heritage railway.

FREIGHTLINER CLASS 08
FOR BLS CHARTER
FREIGHTLINER No. 08785 is expected
to pilot the Branch Line Society’s
‘Millbrook Meander’ charter while on
the operator’s infrastructure on

May 26. The charter runs from
Eastleigh to Weymouth, covering
freight-only track. A Class 20, FL Class
66 and No. 50008 Thunderer will also
feature, with the London Transport
4-TC used as rolling stock.

GBRf CLASS 69 SET FOR
PASSENGER DEBUT

GB Railfreight No. 69007 Richard
Trevithick is due to haul the Branch
Line Society’s ‘Jurassic Crompton’ on
May 9, and the return on May 12. This
will be the ‘69’s’ passenger debut.
The ‘69’ will operate in top-and-tail
method with preserved No. D6515
(33012) Lt Jenny Lewis RN with the
London Transport 4-TC used as rolling
stock (see Railtours).

‘INNOVATION HUB’ CLASS
319/4 SCRAPPED
PORTERBROOK No. 319454 was sent
for scrap at Sims Metals, Newport

at the start of April. The four-car
electric multiple unit had been
converted to an ‘Innovation Hub’ at
Long Marston, but the rolling stock
leasing company has now decided to
dispose of the EMU. It was moved to
South Wales by road on April 3 and 4.

‘756’ DRIVER TRAINING
DRIVER training using Class 756s
began on the Core Valley Lines from
April 4. Twenty-four tri-mode Stadler
trains were delivered to Cardiff
Canton last year and will enter traffic
later this year.

GBRF’S EUROPEAN ‘66s’
APPROVED FOR USE

The Office of Rail and Road (ORR)

has approved the introduction of 11
Class 66/3s by GB Railfreight. The
locomotives have been acquired from
mainland Europe, leased via Akiem.
Already Nos. 66306-308 have entered
traffic, with Nos. 66309-316 to
follow (see Power By The Hour). One
locomotive, No. 66316, has yet to
arrive in Britain.
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Production lines stop at Litchurch Lane

By Richard Clinnick

ALSTOM has demobilised the
production lines at Derby Litchurch Lane
and Is now consulting with staff, trade
unions and its supply chain to provide
as much certainty as it can regarding
Its future.

This follows the conclusion of
the construction of the final Aventra
vehicles for London Northwestern
Railway (LNWR). While not all have
been released for testing and not all
trains have been released for Greater
Anglia, West Midlands Trains or LNWR,
Alstom has completed the order for
2651 vehicles.

An Alstom spokesperson told Rail
Express on April 3: “We have worked
constructively with the Government on
securing a sustainable future for Derby
Litchurch Lane, but after 10 months of
discussions we have run out of time,
and the production lines have stopped.

There is currently no confirmed
orders for the factory until 2026,
when construction of the first HS2
trains Is due to start. These are being
manufactured in a joint venture
with Hitachi, with the bodyshells
constructed at Newton Aycliffe before
moving to the East Midlands for final
assembly and fitting out.

Transport for London has
suggested In the past year that it
requires additional Class 345 electric
multiple units to serve the new Old Oak
Common station and the additional
passengers expected because of the
decision not to start trains at Euston
when HS2 opens between 2029 and
2033, however that idea was first
raised a year ago and no decision has
been made.

Likewise, several operators are
looking for new rolling stock while
the Department for Transport has
announced plans for a major invasive
refurbishment of the CrossCountry
Class 221 fleet, including 12 being
cascaded from Avanti West Coast (a
total of 38 five-car trains), however, no

contract for this, or the new train fleets
has yet been awarded.

Shadow Secretary of State for
Transport Louise Haigh raised the
Issue In a House of Commons written
statement on March 21, claiming
that 3000 jobs were at risk and
that: “The Government told us that
they were doing everything in their
power to prevent these job losses,
but they appear to be failing.” She
also highlighted reports that Hitachi
may be forced to close its Newton
Aycliffe facility, which only opened in
September 2015.

Rail Minister Huw Merriman replied:
“The Secretary of State has led for
the Department [for Transport] on
the response to Hitachi and Alstom,
and their understandable concerns
about orders.

“As | have said, we have a challenge,
In that while fleet can last from 35
to 40 years, the average age of our
fleet Is under 17 years. We have
modernised 8000 out of our 15,500
carriages, and as a result there is
a lag with the order book. We are
doing everything we can to work
with all four train manufacturers to
bring more tenders through. Those
will be for the TransPennine Express,
Northern, Southeastern and, as the
secretary of state mentioned, Chiltern
Railways. The work to find a resolution

Units Number of sets
Nos. 345001-070 70
Nos. 701001-060 60
Nos. 701501-530 30
Nos. 710101-130 30
Nos. 710256-273 18
Nos. 710374-379 6
Nos. 720101-144 44
Nos. 720501-589 89
Nos. 720601-612 12
Nos. 730001-048 48
Nos. 730201-236 36

Vehicles per set

LIke us on facebook

facebook.com/RailExpressMag

Is done In partnership between train
manufacturers, the secretary of state
and the Department [for Transport],
and we hope to find that resolution.”
Those orders were mentioned In
a letter written by Mr Merriman on
February 22 (RE335), which stated
that the indicative contract award
for Northern was 2025, for Chiltern
Railways it was early-2025 while it was
mid-2025 for TPE. Southeastern was
also early-2025, however that could
have been brought forward. The earliest
any would be delivered, the letter
stated, would be autumn 2027 for
Southeastern iIf they were new vehicles.
Secretary of State for Transport
Mark Harper published a letter on X,
formerly known as Twitter, on March 30,
that he had sent to Miss Haigh, in which
he wrote that some of things she had
sald were not true. He claimed that:
“All contracts need to be assessed
thoroughly to demonstrate a business
need for the trains and comply with
the law. Train manufacturing is a
competitive, commercial market
which means there can be no
guarantee of orders for individual
manufacturers, and they need to factor
this into their business planning and
bidding decisions.”
He said he was “very aware” of
the challenges facing Alstom, Hitachi
and their supply chains but denied

Total vehicles

Status

that their “short-term shortage” of
work before the start of the HS2 train
manufacturing was in any way related
to the decision by Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak to cancel the future phases of
HS2 north of Birmingham.

He claimed the Government was:
“Committed to a thriving UK rolling
stock industry. My Department [for
Transport] works closely with rolling
stock owners and train operators
to understand when new trains are
likely to be required and sees to
ensure a regular flow of work for
train manufacturing companies.” He
claimed that because trains have
a lifetime of 35-40 years there will
“naturally be peaks and troughs in
procurement cycles.” He also claimed
that railway revenue remains around
20% lower than pre-pandemic and that
Government had subsidised rail by more
than £45 billion since the pandemic
began. He claimed that the planned
orders will offer more than 2000 new
vehicles which equalled £3.6bn of
“opportunities” for manufacturers. He
didn’t give a date for when the order
would be placed.

He encouraged Alstom to continue
looking for export work (and Hitachi)
and added that he has encouraged
Hitachi to move its long-term crack
verification programme for the ‘80X’
fleets to Newton Aycliffe. B

AVENTRA ORDERS

9 630 In traffic with MTR Elizabeth Line

10 600 Five sets In traffic with South Western Railway
5 150 No sets yet in traffic with South Western Railway
= 120 n traffic with London Overgrounc

= 72 n traffic with London Overgrounc

3 30 n traffic with London Overgrounc

S 220 35 sets In traffic with Greater Anglia

5 445 81 sets In traffic with Greater Anglia

5 60 In traffic with c2c

3 144 27 sets in traffic with West Midlands Trains*

5 180 Due to enter traffic in 2024.

Note: * West Midlands Trains ‘730/0s’ are being used by London Northwestern Railway until *730/2s’ are available.
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A £3.4 million investment to

undertake repairs on Glenfinnan
viaduct was due to commence

as this issue of Rail Express went
to press. Along with principal
contractor AmcoGiffen, engineers
will assess the condition and

€ To mark the start of the run down of its Class 455 fleet, South Western
Railway has repainted No. 455868 into blue and grey livery. The work

was completed by SWR staff at Bournemouth and is close to the original
scheme the trains were introduced in, in 1982, however, to meet modern
accessibility regulations, the ‘455’ has grey doors. The ‘455’ returned to
traffic on March 7. The Class 455s were refurbished and retractioned during
the mid-2010s but were due to have all been withdrawn by the end of 2020
when all 90 Alstom Class 701s had been delivered. However, only five ‘701s’
have so far carried passengers, with the first having only made its debut

In January. SWRis still only using the new electric multiple units for one
weekday diagram, with 82 in traffic and eight scrapped. On its first day in
traffic, No. 455868 stands at Basingstoke. South Western Railway

Glenfinnan Viaduct repairs

strength of the bridge while also
carrying out work to protect it
from water erosion, complete
concrete repairs and complete
repairs to ballast. Work Is
scheduled to take about a year
but will not affect rail services.
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First Class 47 reaches Oban on passenger train

No. 47712 Lady Diana Spencer became
the first Class 47 to haul a passenger
train to Oban on March 30, when it
arrived with the 1262 08.23 from
Edinburgh Waverley.

Operating with the Locomotive
Services Group push-pull set, debut of
the ‘47’ at the West Highland station was
part of a three-day ‘West of Scotland
Push-Pull’ tour promoted by InterCity,
which began with LSG No. D1935 (47805)
Roger Hosking MA 1925-201 3 hauling
the tour from Crewe to Carlisle, with
the ‘47 /7 part of the formation. The
green ‘47/8' then ran light to Dumbarton
while Lady Diana Spencer continued to
Edinburgh Waverley.

The following day, the ‘47/7°
powered the charter to Oban and back,
while the green ‘47’ ran light back to
the Scottish capital.

On the third day, No. 47712
powered the charter to Wemyss Bay
Junction, where after a reversal, the
‘47/8 hauled the train to Arkleston
Junction before the ‘47/7 took charge

for the charter’s trip to Ardrossan
Harbour, where 1t was believed to be
the first visit of a Class 47 since

No. 47570 on November 1, 1980. They
visited Ardrossan South Beach before
No. 47712 became the first ‘47’ to
work to Largs since No. 1736 (47143) In
1972, although there are suggestions
others have been there since. The plan
for No. D1935 to haul the train back

to Crewe was scuppered after the ‘47’
developed a fault, and so the ‘47/7’
hauled the train instead.

> No. 47712 Lady Diana Spencer

stands at Oban on March 30, having
made history by becoming the first

‘47’ to haul a passenger train to the
Scottish town since the locomotives
were first introduced in 1962. The

‘47/7’ had arrived with the InterCity
‘West of Scotland Push-Pull’ 1262 08.23
Edinburgh Waverley-Oban charter. This
was part of a three-day tour which visited
other branches rarely used by ‘47s’ in the
past. Tim Moran
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‘Tag a tank’ scheme launched by C50A and Fifty Fund

THE Class 50 Alliance and The Fifty
Fund have launched a ‘Tag the Tank’
fund-raising appeal whereby you can
show your support and get your name
professionally applied to the side of a
Class 50 fuel tank.

The C50A needs to raise money
to hire specialist services to clean the
tank removed from No. 50049 Defiance
so that it can be refitted to No. 50031
Hood. The latter's own tank had been
fitted to its classmate to allow it to
keep running. Specialist cleaning and
repair of the fuel tank is currently

estimated at around £5000.
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The C50A and FF have launched
their tank plan and, in return for
donations, your name could be
professionally applied to the side of the
refitted tank, could appear on a ‘hall of
fame’ plaque that will be displayed Iin
the cab of Hood, and will be added to a
specially-dedicated page on the C50A/
FF website. More detail can be found at
www.fiftyfund-alliance.co.uk/appeal.

The tank fromm Defiance was
removed two years ago during work
to resolve fuel starvation issues the
locomotive was experiencing. During this
procedure it was found that the suction

pipe within the tank had loosened and
dropped into fuel residues that had
accumulated in the bottom of the tank
which was preventing correct fuel
uptake and causing low power Issues
for No. 50049. This had been caused by
years of hard work by the locomotive.

The work required to clean the
tank and it make it usable needs to be
undertaken by specialists to ensure
that the appropriate regulations are
complied with. Volunteers will reinstall
the tank to No. 50031 at Kidderminster
as part of the locomotive’s ongoing
repairs.

Greater Anglia unveued a Pride livery on four-car bi-mode No. 755421 at Norwich on April 3. The lwery features bnth the Pride and
transgender flags adjacent to the driver’s cab on both ends, and both sides of the '755’. The word ‘Pride’ is also applied beneath the
windows of the driving vehicles in colours supporting the progress flag and representing visibility for marginalised LGBT+ people. This
Is the second GA train to receive a Pride livery after No. 720506 was unveiled at London Liverpool Street last July. Greater Anglia

HEADLINE NEWS

Northern Powerhouse
Rail ‘progress’

THE next steps for the Northern
Powerhouse Rail (NPR) have
been announced by Government
following engagement with

local politicians.

Local leaders and MPs expressed
support for NPR to serve Warrington
Bank Quay and Manchester Airport,
and for using broadly the route
oreviously proposed between
_iverpool and Manchester. The
Department for Transport has
confirmed that this will be the
primary option for the next stage of
the development of the route.

DfT said that it will “continue to
assess alternatives that meet the
objectives of Northern Powerhouse
Rail in line with standard
requirements for business case
approvals. Any scheme must be
affordable and demonstrate value
for money for the taxpayer, while
seeking to support the rail capacity
needs of central Manchester
and deliver faster journey times
and better connectivity across
the North.”

The DfT claimed that NPR could
see journey times cut by up to a
third — from around 50 minutes
to 35 between Manchester and
Liverpool — and that passengers
will benefit from a ‘turn-up-and-go’
service. It also claimed that an extra
2100 seats per hour will be available
between Leeds and Liverpool. The
retention of the station planned for
HS2 at Manchester Airport is also
part of the plans. Government plans
to seek permission from parliament
to adapt the High Speed Rail
(Crewe-Manchester) Bill to remove
the scope In place for HS2 (which
It has cancelled), and use that for
NPR instead.
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West Coast Railways suspends
‘Jacobite’ as CDL row rumbles on

HEADLINE NEWS
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By Richard Clinnick
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‘Jacobite’ steam service from March 20 T Nn. " | — b-

as it still had no exemption to operate r N R — N R - Bk ~

Mk.1 coaches without central door
locking (CDL).

The Office of Rail and Road (ORR)
had revoked WCR’s previous exemption
to use stock without CDL on
January 10, after a judicial review
rejected the operator’s challenge
against the decision to ban such
vehicles (RE334). That decision meant
that only stock fitted with CDL could
be used by WCR, although it remains
free to operate trains on behalf
of others.

WCR confirmed it had applied for
a new exemption on March 8, and on
March 14, the ORR told Rail Express:
“We are assessing an application made
by West Coast Railways on March 8, for
an exemption from Regulation 5.”

RE understands that this decision
could take up to four months to be
made while the regulator assesses all
the details.

Regarding the decision to suspend
the ‘Jacobite’, WCR commercial
manager James Shuttleworth said:
“We are disappointed to have to
suspend this service and we are
sorry for the inconvenience caused
to our customers who have booked
trips. We again appeal to the ORR
to reconsider our request for a
temporary exemption.

“The Jacobite service Is enjoyed
by thousands of customers every
year. It boosts the local economies
of Mallaig and Fort William and brings
an estimated £20 million into the
UK’s tourism sector. If the ORR does
not grant us a further exemption, we
believe this could lead to up to
£50 million in lost value to both local
and national communities.
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Preserved No. 86259 Les Ross/Peter Pan, passes Atherstone on February 25, with the 1286 09:24 Liverpool South Parkway-
Wembley Central ‘Footex’. On the rear was West Coast Railways No. 86401 Mons Meg. The train was operated by WCR, using Riviera

Trains coaches. WCR has applied for an exemption to use stock not fitted with central door locking after the rail regulator revoked

an exemption that had previously been in place, forcing WCR to either use a rake of air-conditioned Mk.2s fitted with the equipment
or stock hired from RT. David S.Bridger

permit the operation of any rolling
stock on a railway line If the rolling
stock has hinged doors for use by

fare paying passengers for boarding
or alighting from the train (other than
doors which have a means of centrally
locking them In a closed position).

The regulation came into force on
January 1, 2005.

Regulation 6 of the Railway Safety
Regulations (RSR) 1999 permits ORR to
grant exemptions from the prohibition
at Regulation 5. Any such exemption
may be subject to conditions, subject
to a time limit and revoked by a
certificate in writing at any time.

The ORR said it has been

order to operate after March 31, 2023,
they either needed to fit Central Door
Locking or obtain an exemption from
us. West Coast Railways’ application
for an exemption failed and they made
a claim for judicial review. A temporary
exemption was granted in order to
maintain the status quo, enabling WCR
to operate whilst the litigation reached
a conclusion.

“Despite this, WCR chose to
sell tickets when it was far from
certain that a new application for an
exemption would be granted, either
in time for the commencement of
services or at all. It submitted an
exemption application on March 8,

the exemption would last, and

what vehicles were included, the
spokesperson said: “The contents of
the submission remain private, we
will not be clarifying the scope of
submission at this time.”

Since the ORR revoked the
previous exemption any WCR train has
been operated using either a rake of
air-conditioned Mk.2s that were fitted
with CDL but which had not seen
regular use for several years, or a rake
of air-conditioned Mk.2s supplied by
Riviera Trains. The latter were used
on Pathfinder Trains tours, including
steam-hauled trains, and a ‘football
special’ that ran from Liverpool

“We remain committed to working
with the ORR to find a long-term
solution which safeguards the future
of heritage services on the main line.”

An ORR spokesperson said of
WCR’s decision: “All heritage operators
were told several years ago that In

which we are now assessing. ORR Is
disappointed that WCR appears not to
have made sensible contingency plans
for the benefit of their customers.”
The ORR added that Regulation 5
states that no person shall operate,
and no Infrastructure controller shall

emphasising the need for compliance
since 2018 and that Regulation 5 came
Into force on January 1, 2005. WCR
was granted an exemption on May 1,
2005 that lasted until March 31, 2013,
and a new exemption was granted In
2012 that expired on March 31, 2023.

South Parkway to Wembley Central,
powered by Nos. 86259 Les Ross/
Peter Pan and 86401 Mons Meg, on
February 25 (RE335). The Northern
Belle has also been operating, with
the stock also having CDL

(see Coaches).

WCR has a fleet of Mk.1s that it
did use on various steam and diesel-
hauled trains, including the ‘Jacobite’,
which operates on the West Highland
Line extension between Fort William
and Mallaig.

Other operators of stock without
CDL have agreed plans with the ORR
regarding how it will be fitted, and
are working to deadlines agreed with
the operator.

Passengers with bookings for
the ‘Jacobite’ will be offered a full
refund and they can contact WCR at
enquiries@westcoastrailways.net for
more details.

A series of temporary exemptions
were granted until the outcome of the
judicial review, after which the ORR
revoked the exemption on January 10
this year.

Regarding the application for a
new exemption, a WCR spokesperson
told RE on March 14: “WCR has
submitted a Regulation 5, RSR 1999,
exemption application to the Office of
Rail and Road (ORR). WCR Is In regular
contact with the regulator and hopes
for a temporary exemption to be
granted swiftly so that it can operate
Its summer programme in full.”

When asked by RE how long

Depot planned for Shipley

A new depot will be built at Shipley
to service electric multiple units
operating In the area.

It Is expected that additional EMUs
to be introduced on routes as part of
the Transpennine route upgrade (TRU)
will be based here.

Construction of the facility, which
will be known as Shipley TrainCare
Centre, Is expected to begin
next year.

Rob Warnes, Northern strategic

development director, said that the
depot will be “the future home for
most of our electric train fleets for
West Yorkshire,” and would: “play a key
part In helping us to deliver our plans
for the Transpennine route upgrade
and beyond.”

The Department for Transport
(DfT) claims that up to 100 jobs will be
created at the site and that 80% of
the workforce will be recruited from
within a 40-mile radius.
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IN BRIEF

Cornish resignalling project complete

TRAINS began running again in
Cornwall on March 11, following
the resignalling scheme that saw
more semaphores replaced and
signalboxes closed (RE335).

The new digital signalling system
came Into use that day, with control
moved from Lostwithiel, Par and
Truro boxes to Exeter. Further work
was undertaken around Plymouth
between March 16 and March 21,
with 21 new signals Installed
and track removed at Hemerdon.
Control of these signhals remains
at Plymouth.

THETFORD DERAILMENT
INVESTIGATION LAUNCHED
RAIL Accident and Investigation
Branch (RAIB) has confirmed it will
investigate an accident at Thetford
on February 6, which saw East
Midlands Railway No. 158856 derailed
after it struck fallen trees at 83mph.
The 158’ was forming the 1L15 15.51
Liverpool Lime Street-Norwich when
the accident happened at 20.53. The
impact caused the leading wheelset
to derail and run for around 680
metres before the ‘158’ stopped.
Thirty-one passengers and two staff
were on board with one reported
minor injury. The ‘158’ has since been
moved by road to Derby Etches Park

= The 144-year-old Truro signalbox
was closed by Network Rail at the end

of February, as part of the Cornish for repairs.
resignalling scheme. Network Rail
TEN-WEEK CLOSURE FOR
. " BLACKHEATH TUNNEL
Great Central Railway shed relocation BLACKHEATH Tunnel, between
Blackheath and Charlton, will close

THE locomotive shed at Loughborough Malcolm Holmes, GCR general has allotted money from the for 10 weeks from June 1-August 10,
North on the Great Central Railway manager, said: “there’s no escaping Loughborough Town Deal Fund to with Southeastern trains diverted.
(GCR) Is to be relocated to enable the fact, that while tracks could have improve the structure further but no The one-mile-long structure, which
the construction of a double track been squeezed around the outside public money has yet been spent. opened in 1849, is prone to leaks and
mainline north from the station. of the building to reconnect both The GCR expects the shed to have a water damage, and while Network

The GCR said that by removing the  halves of the Great Central, it would working life of another five years. Rail said that the structure is safe the
shed this will also allow the railway to be far better to dismantle the shed, A project group Is now examining conditions are damaging track and
rearrange where It services, repairs out the tracks through the centre of possible locations for a new engine causing electrical damage, with more
and overhauls Its fleet. the site and have a fully authentic shed from across the entire 18-mile than 1000 minutes of delay caused

The decision has been double track main line heading north. line, which includes the Great Central last year. NR will replace thousands
recommended by the board steering We're now developing our plans for Railway (Nottingham) section, and a of damaged bricks and install a new
the reunification project and has been  our future covered accommodation review Is also being conducted into concrete lining. Several filled-in
approved by the main GCR PLC board. for locomotives, carriages and the uses of existing shed buildings. shafts will be strengthened too.
The shed, although not completely maintenance, carefully bearing in mind  The GCR said that a full plan would be
obstructing the route, prevented track the needs of our local community, our ~ announced in due course. HS2 LAUNCHES ANOTHER
between the two railways being re-laid workforce and stakeholders.” The existing shed first moved to TUNNEL BORING MACHINE
In the best possible place, said the GCR. Charnwood Borough Council the railway in 1973. A third tunnel boring machine (TBM)

was launched by HS2 Ltd at Victoria
. . Road, West London. The TBM, named
Chiltern marks 125 years of Marylebone station Enky o Bty Soplila Teytor
who helped establish the Perivale
Maternity Hospital in 1937, will dig

CHILTERN Railways celebrated the 125th anniversary of almost 3.4 miles of the 8.4-mile
London Marylebone by naming No. 168215 Marylebone Northolt Tunnel, from Victoria Road
1251n a ceremony at the terminus on March 15. Crossover Box, near Old Oak Common,
The event also included the unveiling of a new to Greenpark Way, Greenford.
exhibition at the station and a reception to celebrate
the social and economic impact the station has had on EXETER ARTWORK
communities across the Chiltern network. NEW artwork has been unveiled
The naming was carried out by Chiltern Railways at Exeter St David’s for World
managing director Richard Allan, Lord Mayor of Book Day. Drawn by local artists it
Westminster Coun Patricia McAllister and CEO of Baker celebrates the city’s UNESCO City
Street Quarter Partnership Penny Alexander. of Literature designation and has
been supported by Great Western
€ The new name on No. 168215 is unveiled at London Railway’s Customer and Community
Marylebone on March 15. Chiltern Railways Improvement Fund.

New director general, rail services for DfT | Tables for Greater Anglia ‘745/1s’

ALEX Hynes has been appointed as planned, following the end of GREATER Anglia is to fit tables to its In reality more are used daily and
director general, rail services by the his secondment. 10 Stansted Express Class 745/1s. passenger feedback has seen GA
Department for Transport (DfT). Mr The DfT explained that the The 12-car electric multiple units respond by announcing plans to
Hynes started his role as this issue of Rail Infrastructure and Services were delivered by Stadler without retrofit the tables. The work will be
Rail Express went to press. Group will bring together most of tables as they were designed for undertaken at either Norwich Crown
The DfT confirmed that it willbea  the existing passenger services Stansted Express services and so Point, where the EMUs are based,
two-year secondment from Network directorate and rail infrastructure have more luggage capacity, but no or Orient Way, where the EMUs
Rail where he was managing director group to help reflect wider plans first class, catering facilities or tables.  are stabled.
of Scotland’s Railway. Prior to that,he  involving bringing the oversight of When ordered it was expected The fitting of tables will mean the
was MD of Northern. track and train together under Great that one ‘745/1’ per day would 745/1s’ will have broadly the same
The DfT also confirmed that Britain’s Railways (GBR) and coming operate on the Great Eastern Main Interiors as the Stadler Class 755
interim director general Anit together as part of a planned wider Line (GEML) between Norwich and bi-modes which are used both on rural
Chandarana has returned to NR, reorganisation in the DfT. London Liverpool Street, however routes and on the GEML.
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£60 million refurbishment
plan for EMR regional fleet

By Richard Clinnick

HEADLINE NEWS

EAST Midlands Railway (EMR) plans to pr LR “.‘*'7-';'_?'-" | .
refurbish its Class 158 and ‘170’ diesel TR R R >
multiple units and Class 360 electric
multiple units. TRk R R N TR S ,

The operator has confirmed a e e N BRI v
£60 million refurbishment plan that will SRS SEES | 0T SRS E e e
be delivered in partnership with rolling
stock leasing companies Angel Trains,
Porterbrook and Eversholt Rail, which
own the trains, and Siemens, which
maintains the ‘360s.

Once completed it will mean that
EMR will have a fleet of either fully-
refurbished or brand-new trains.

EMR said that the Class 360s,
which operate between St Pancras
International, Kettering and Corby, as
well as the EMR Connect and Luton
Airport Express trains, will be upgraded
with 2+2 seating throughout the trains
with a mixture of airline-style and
bay seats, luggage racks, charging g I AR e YR e e e =
points and new passenger information D2l il et ——— - = =
systems (PIS). The EMUs were cascaded B — S
from Greater Anglia following the e ——— —— ==
Introduction of the Class 720s. The
value of the work planned for the 360s’
Is £28m.

Class 170s operate predominately
In the East Midlands, although
some are rostered to work on the
Norwich-Liverpool route. They have
been cascaded from ScotRall, Govia
Thameslink Railway and Transport
for Wales, meaning they have
different interiors. EMR said that the
refurbishment will create a ‘consistent
customer experience’ across the fleet.
All the “170s’ will receive new seat
foams and covers, an extensive refresh
as well as new PIS and CCTVW.
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East Midlands Railway No. 158866 passes Lakenham, near Norwich, on April 11, 2023, with the 1L08 08.51 from Liverpool Lime
Street. The ‘158s’ are to be refurbished as part of a £60 million project. Richard Clinnick

another operator, however, both plans
have since been cancelled. With the
‘1585’ expected to remain in traffic until
at least 2031, it means that the oldest
examples will be more than 40 years
old when they are finally retired. B

of the upgrade have yet to be finalised.
When Abellio took over the EMR
franchise in August 2019, it was
originally planned that the ‘158s’ would
be replaced, and that the Nottingham-
Liverpool service would transfer to

Will Rogers, EMR managing
director, said: “This multi-million-pound
Investment into our Connect and
Regional fleets Is fantastic news for our
customers and the regions we serve.”
EMR confirmed that further details

EMR CONNECT AND REGIONAL FLEETS

Class 158: 158770/773/774/777/780/783/785/788/799, 158806/810/812/813/846/847/852/854/856-858/862-866/889
Class 170: 170201-208/270-273, 170416-420/422-424, 170501-517/530-535
Class 360: 360101-121

Mid-Cornwall
Metro plans

Road-rail shunters to take over at Cardiff

Porterbrook has purchased three Zephir HNRC shunters has been on the cards being for the LOK 16.300 variant, which

road/rail shunters for use at Cardiff
Tidal, which will replace the Harry Needle
Raillroad Company Class 08s currently
employed. The trio will be delivered from
October and leased to GB Railfreight,
which has the contract to provide
shunters at the Celsa steelworks In
Cardiff Docks. The replacement of the

since last autumn following a contract
dispute between the firm and GBRf, with
several possible options investigated,
Including the Class 18s.

Examples of the Zephir road/rall
vehicles have previously been trialled
on a imited basis over the internal rall
system at the Celsa plant, with the order

Is rated to haul up to 3200 tonnes. These
will be diesel-powered as the intensity of
operations precludes the use of battery-
powered variants but will still offer
considerable fuel and emissions savings
compared to the Class 08s.
Maintenance will be carried out by
Zephir's UK distributor Depot Rail.

Direct Rail Services open day returns in July

DIRECT Rail Services will hold its charity
open day at Carlisle Kingmoor on July 6.
This Is the first such event the freight
operator has held since 2022, with its
previous open days having been an
annual event prior to the pandemic.
The depot will be open between
10.00 and 16.00. Attendees will
be able to visit cabs of several
locomotives, talk to industry experts

and much more. There will also be a
naming ceremony.

Tickets will cost £7.13, including
a booking fee, for adults, with
under-16s free. £5 from each ticket
will be donated to UK charities and
community causes.

Gottfried Eymer, Nuclear Transport

Solutions managing director of rall,

sald: “This will be my first open day and

| am very excited to welcome guests
to this wonderful family experience.”
Tickets can be ordered at
tinyurl.com/43atewsx. They cannot
be bought on the day. Under-16s still
must have a ticket even though they
have free access.
Exhibitors can book space
at the open day by emailing
communications@ntsglobal.uk

SECRETARY of State for Transport
Mark Harper discussed plans for a
Mid-Cornwall Metro during a visit to
the county on March 27.

He claimed that the scheme,
which will offer an hourly coast-to-
coast service between Newquay, St
Austell, Truro and Falmouth, will cost
£50 million and could be delivered as
early as May 2025.
he scheme requires a second
platform at Newquay and an additional
passing loop. Trains will ink the
county’s largest urban areas. Great
Western Railway and Network Rail both
said that by delivering the scheme then
the number of trains running between
Par and Newquay can be doubled,
thereby adding an extra 700,000 seats
per year along the route. NR western
route director Marcus Jones said the
work would begin later this year.
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Porterbrook to
finance Bletchley
depot rebuild

PORTERBROOK will finance the
£66 million upgrade of Bletchley depot.

The site Is to become the principal
maintenance base for West Midlands

Trains’ Alstom Class 730 fleet.

The upgrade includes the
Installation of improved overhead line
equipment, new 10 and five-car sidings,
full refurbishment of existing depot
buildings and installation of modern
security systems.

The rolling stock leasing company
said that the work will be completed in
autumn 2025.

Three-car Class 730/0s are being
rolled out across WMT routes although
most are currently operating from
London Euston, but these will move
north to the West Midlands when the
first five-car Class 730/2s enter traffic
later this year. The ‘730/2s’ will be
used by London Northwestern Railway
(LNWR) from London Euston and it is
these which will be based at Bletchley,
with the ‘730/0s’ based at Soho.

New Direct Award contracts
planned for three operators

THE Department for Transport (DfT) 2025. Under the new contract it Is
plans to extend the Direct Awardraill  envisaged that the London King’s
services contracts at c2c, London Cross-Glasgow Central and Stirling
North Eastern Railway and South trains would be removed (a public
Western Railway. consultation regarding this decision
The c2c deal is due to expire on Is underway), and that the new
July 20, 2025. Currently operated by  deal would last between two and
Trenitalia, the new Direct Award Is five years.
expected to last between three and The SWR deal is operated by
eight years. First Group and MTR and Is due
DfT OLR Holdings Limited (DOHL)  to expire on May 25, 2025. The
currently operates LNER, with the new deal Is also expected to last
contract due to expire on June 22, between three and eight years.

IN BRIEF

TAP-AND-GO FOR
MERSEYRAIL

TAP-and-go payments will be
introduced across the Merseyrail
network. Merseyrail says that this
will give passengers the best price for
their journey.

The system will arrive in two
phases, with tap-and-go available
at all Merseyrail stations from this
autumn for those passengers using
a Metro Card linked to their bank
account. The second phase, launching
next year, will allow passengers to
use their bank card or device, without
the need for a MetroCard. Fares will
be capped daily and weekly through
the smart system. Season tickets as
well as daily and return tickets will
still be available.

LOSTWITHIEL FOOTBRIDGE
NETWORK Rail is to install a
temporary footbridge at Lostwithiel,
offering uninterrupted access over
the railway for the first time in

more than half a century. The new
structure will be constructed this
summer while plans for a permanent
bridge are developed. NR said that
currently the level crossing barriers at
the Cornish town can be lowered for
an average of 22 minutes an hour.

Freight operators partner with safety scheme

DB Cargo UK and Freightliner attended
a Joint ‘gold disc’ presentation to mark
their partnership with education
programme Rail Safe Friendly.

The operators joined Rail Safe
Friendly as gold level partners and
were presented with their discs

at an event at Freightliner's Crewe
Basford Hall site.

The programme was launched
last year by Stuart Heaton, Learn
Live and Ralil Safe Friendly managing
director, following the death of
11-year-old Harrison Ballantyne
who recelved a fatal electric
shock after climbing over a
fence to retrieve his football at
a depot.

kil WELSH STATIONS MADE
we 0 ; ’-““‘-_’ ACCESSIBLE
Ui ) S R0 e R NETWORK Rail is carrying out work at
‘ -‘-I o é 47 | - six stations in the Wales and Borders

to make them fully accessible for the
first time. Abergavenny, Cwmbran,
Llanelli, Flint and Newton will all
receive new footbridges with lifts,
while Ludlow will have a lift added to
its existing footbridge. The work will
be complete early next year.

NEW LIVERPOOL DIRECTOR
OF TRANSPORT

JAMIE Ross is the new director of
transport at Liverpool City Region
Combined Authority (CA). He had
been interim director of rail at the
CA. His role includes progressing
e plans for further devolution of the

L0 ey region’s rail network.

PETTS WOOD UPGRADE
PETTS Wood station now boasts
step-free access, following the
completion of a £10.79 million
programme of accessibility

improvements including the
installation of four new lifts.

LNER SIGN LANGUAGE
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Northern Nos. 195104 Deva Victrix and 195133 derailed at Grange-over-Sands on March 22. Two days later, the CAF diesel
multiple units stand at the accident site awaiting recovery and repairs. David Dockray

'195s’ derail at Grange-over-Sands

TWO Class 195s derailed at Grange-
over-Sands after they crossed a

No. 195104 struck a wall at the top
of the embankment following the

being closed for an extended period,
and Nos. 195101/113/121/122 being

section of unsupported track which
gave way as the diesel multiple
units passed.

The track had become
unsupported because a cavity had
opened in the embankment on which
the railway sits.

Northern Nos. 195104 Deva
Victrix and 195133 were working
the 2J37 05.18 Preston-Barrow and
were travelling at 56mph when the
accident happened.

derailment. It remained upright and
came to a stand around 31 metres
beyond the cavity.

The Rall Accident and Investigation
Branch (RAIB), which will investigate
the accident, said that there were four
staff and four passengers on the train
when the derailment happened. There
were no reported injuries although
both the derailed ‘195" and railway
Infrastructure were severely damaged.

The incident resulted in the line

marooned at Barrow-in-Furness.
RAIB said that the investigation
will seek to identify the sequence
of events that led to the accident,
Including the condition of the railway
and nearby drainage, the planning
and management of relevant railway
maintenance activities, how the
railway Iinfrastructure at the location
was managed In response to local
flood risks, and any underlying
management factors.

LONDON North Eastern Railway
(LNER) has introduced fully-
integrated British Sign Language
(BSL) on digital departure screens
following a trial last December. It
will be introduced at Berwick-upon-
Tweed, Durham, Doncaster and
Peterborough in the coming months.
Integrated signing will be introduced
at Darlington, Wakefield Westgate,
Retford, Newark Northgate and
Grantham.
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Open access plans progress

By Richard Clinnick

SIGNIFICANT developments surrounding
open access operations occurred
during March, when the Office of Rail
and Road (ORR) approved Grand Union
Trains’ plans to run trains between
London Euston and Stirling; and Alstom
announced plans to operate trains to
Wrexham in partnership with SLC Ralil.

ORR approved the GU plans on
March 7, with the aim of the trains
beginning running from June next year.
-our trains per day will call at Milton
Keynes Central, Nuneaton, Crewe,
Preston, Carlisle, Lockerbie, Motherwell,
Whifflet, Greenfaulds, Larbert and
Stirling. GU plans to use off-lease Class
22x units, which are likely to be former
Avanti West Coast Class 221s, of which
six have yet to be accounted for (12 are
bound for CrossCountry, while a further
two are on short-term lease to Grand
Central until December).

The ORR said it found that
service would increase the choice for
passengers and significantly increase

£45.4 billion improvement plan

NETWORK Rail revealed its £45.4 billion
rail improvement plan on April 3, which
it says will deliver a simpler, better,
greener railway.

Of this, £40.6bn Is In England
Wales and Is funded by the
Department for Transport, while
£4.8bn is for Scotland and funded by
Transport Scotland.

NR chief executive Andrew Haines
sald: “Delivering a better railway for
nassengers and freight users Is at the
heart of our new five-year investment
plan. Tackling climate change, safely
improving train performance, adapting
and responding to changing commuter
habits, whilst managing an ageing

=» Tri-mode No. 93006
undergoes testing

at Stadler’s Valencia
factory on March 20.

The locomotive is one

of 10 ordered by Rail
Operations Assets Ltd
(ROAL), of which only

one, No. 93001, has so
far been delivered to
Britain (RE327). The Office
of Rail and Road (ORR)
has approved the use of
the locomotives in this
country (RE335), and as
this issue of Rail Express
went to press, main line
testing was due to start
imminently. A user for the
locomotives has yet to

be confirmed, however RE
understands discussions
are ongoing for their use.
Howard Lewsey

direct journey opportunities between
London and central and southern
Scotland. These will be the first open
access services on the West Coast Main
Line. The ORR has already approved
GU’s plans to operate between London
Paddington and Carmarthen, although
these have yet to start running.

Stephanie Tobyn, director, strategy,
policy and reform at ORR, said: “By
providing more trains serving new
destinations, open access operators
offer passengers more choice in the
origin and price of their journey, leading
to better outcomes for rail users.”

Meanwhile, on March 14, Alstom
confirmed it was working with SLC
Rail on the open access operation
Wrexham, Shropshire and Midlands
Railway (WSMR).

Should the ORR grant approval,
then five trains per day would run
In each direction on Mondays to
Saturdays, with four travelling both
ways on Sunadays.

Trains will call at Gobowen,
Shrewsbury, Telford Central,

Infrastructure, requires the whole
iIndustry to rally for the benefits of all
rail users.

“Whilst there are challenges and
opportunities ahead, our mission is
constant — we’re here to connect
people and goods with where they
need to be. The railway Is part of
the fabric of our everyday lives and
has been for generations. It provides
essential services to society,
underpinning economic growth and our
plans will support that over the next
five years - a period that will mark the
rallway’s bi-centenary.”

The money will be spent during
Control Period 7, which runs from April 1,

LIke us on facebook
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Wolverhampton, Darlaston (when it
opens), Walsall, Coleshill Parkway,
Nuneaton and Milton Keynes Central.
They will start and terminate at London
Euston and Wrexham General. Trains
will avoid Birmingham by using the
currently freight-only Sutton Park line.

WSMR estimates it would serve
a core catchment area of around 1.5
million people, a population set to grow
by 16% over the next decade.

The new operator Is expected to
create around 50 new jobs, most of
which will be based in North Wales and
the Midlands.

WSMR wants to use off-lease Class
22x units, which like GU's fleet, are likely
to be former AWC Class 221s, the trains
will operate between London Euston
and Wrexham Central. This is the first
time Alstom will operate a rall service
In the UK.

“As the country’s leading supplier
of rolling stock and train services, it
makes perfect sense that we now
move Into operating our own fleet to
serve passengers directly. Having been

published by Network Rail

2024, until March 31, 2029. During
that period NR will spend £19.3bn on
renewals, £12.6bn on maintenance,
£5.3bn on support functions (safety
and standards, timetabling, HR and IT),
£4.4bn on operations, and £1.8bn on

a ‘risk fund’ which is a pot to be used
as and when, to cope with significant
unforeseen events.

Throughout the period, NR’s
Income will come via £29.8bn In
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